
 

 
Long B. Nguyen 
Environmental, Health & Safety Manager 

301 Commerce Street, Suite 500 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 

 

December 18, 2020 

 
Director, Air Enforcement Division 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

MC 2242A 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Director of Litigation 

Litigation Division, MC-175 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 

Cheryl Seager 

Director 
Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 

1201 Elm Street 

Dallas, TX 75270 

Division Chief 

Environmental Protection Division 
Office of the Attorney General of Texas 

P.O. Box 12548, MC 066 

Austin, TX 78711-2548 

Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 

U.S. Department of  Justice 

Box 7611 Ben Franklin Station 

Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 

 

 

Re: Installation of Wet Sulfuric Acid Technology at the Tokai Carbon Borger Plant 

      Confidential Business Information  
 

Dear Sir/Madame: 

 

This letter is to supplement Tokai’s request under Paragraph 70, of the Consent Decree (CD) that the 

deadline to operate the pollution control equipment required for SO2 and NOx at our Borger Plant be 

extended from April 1, 2021 to July 15, 2021.   It also requests that any deadlines that were triggered by the 

startup of that equipment be rolled forward and be keyed off the July 15, 2021 date. 

 

As we explained in our previous submissions (the letter of December 10, 2020 and the e-mail to Mr. 

Quinn and Ms. Ortega on December 16, 2020), this delay is caused by circumstances beyond the control 

of Tokai and its contractors, and is caused by a documented technical concern related to the installation 

of the epoxy lining necessary for the proper functioning of the control equipment and its warranty.  The 

epoxy lining required for the equipment must cure for several days at temperatures of at least 55 oF.  If 

the ambient temperature drops below 55 oF for any period in a 24-hours span while the epoxy is curing 

and if the epoxy cannot cure as intended, it will not function as designed and could void the 

manufacture’s and contractor’s warranty. 

 

As promised, attached is the supporting documentation for our request.   

 

 1) Attachment A is a copy of the technical specifications for the impacted duct work; 

 

2) Attachment B is a November 30, 2020 letter from the contractor, Electro Chemical, to Tokai 

stating that epoxy must cure at certain minimum ambient temperatures; 

 

3) Attachment C is a November 30, 2020 email exchange between Electro Chemical and Tokai in 

which Electro Chemical confirms that there are no alternative processes to curing the epoxy in the 



correct temperatures and that not curing at the required temperature would affect that warranty. 

 

4) Here is a link to https://www.weather-us.com/en/texas-usa/borger-climate to give you an 

overview of the average temperatures in Borger which shows that, on average, temperatures are not 

above 55 oF for a 24-hour period until June. 
 

Again, as stated previously, we are on schedule for the implementation of the CD controls in every 

other respect. Thank you for your consideration of our request and please let me know if you have 

questions or need additional information.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Long B. Nguyen 

 

  

https://www.weather-us.com/en/texas-usa/borger-climate


Attachment A 
Copy of Technical Specifications 

  











Attachment B 
November 30, 2020 Letter 

  



  

 
November 30, 2020 
 

 
Duc Tran 

Project Engineer 

301 Commerce St. Ste. 500 

Fort Worth, TX 76102 

(O): 817-380-3496 

(C): 630-486-7124 

 

- Tokai P.O. Number: CD-08-028 

- EC Sales Order #: 1005073/1005077 

 

Dear Mr. Tran, 

 

Regarding the concerns with on-site work temperature(s):  

 

With our understanding of the average temperatures at the site during the early months of each year, it 

would be EC’s suggestion to delay the start of any on-site tie-in lining work until the site is confident the 

air and steel surface temperatures can maintain a minimum 55 degrees F - 24 hours per day, otherwise the 

integrity of the lining application can be compromised. 

 

Based our ISO applications procedures:  

- The lining should not be applied when either the ambient air or the steel temperature is less than 

55 degrees F.  

- If the steel temperature is below 55 degrees F, it should be conditioned for a sufficient amount of 

time to stabilize above 55 degrees F before the lining is applied.  

- For large vessels in a cold environment, it is not possible to increase the temperature of the steel 

to 55 degrees F within a few hours. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 

 

Michael J. Amant 

 
 
Michael J. Amant  
Sales Manager 
Electro Chemical  
750 Broad St.  
Emmaus, PA 18049 
610-421-6703 (Direct) 
610-965-9061 ext. 223 (Office)  |  610-554-9971 (Cell)  |  610-965-2595 (Fax) 
http://www.electrochemical.net  

http://www.electrochemical.net/


Attachment C 
November 30, 2020 Email 

 



From: Mike Amant
To: Tran, Duc
Subject: RE: Ambient installation temperature Issue
Date: Monday, November 30, 2020 1:34:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Duc,
Please see separate email.

We do not have an alternative epoxy or procedures that would allow us to apply the lining at
lower temperatures.
Attempting to apply the lining at lower temperatures would affect any warranty.

Mike
 

From: Tran, Duc <DTran@tokaicarboncb.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 2:25 PM
To: Mike Amant <MAmant@electrochemical.net>
Subject: Ambient installation temperature Issue
 
Mike,
 
Please provide the specific reasons and consequences of installing the ECTFE field joint at
temperature below 60F. I need this information to request delay from EPA due to ambient
temperature at Borger facility. Please provide this as soon as possible.
 
On a separate email, please provide alternative low temperature materials if any. Would you willing
to install the field joints at a lower temperature? If so, what is the lowest temperature? Will this low
temperature affect the guarantee?
 
Thanks,  
 
Duc Tran
Manager, Concent Decree Projects
301 Commerce St. Ste. 500
Fort Worth, TX 76102
(O): 817-380-3496
(C): 630-486-7124
 

 
 

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
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